Discussion
The title complex Sm 2(C8H7O2)6(C10H8N2)2 (I) is a dimeric molecule. The Sm 3+ ion is coordinated by six oxygen atoms and two nitrogen atoms. Two of 4-methylbenzoato and two 2,2¢-bipyridine chelate to Sm 3+ ions, four of 4-methylbenzoato in bidentate bridging link two Sm 3+ ions, in resulting the Sm(1)-Sm(1A) distance of 4.298 Å. The structure of the title complex is isomorphous with Eu 2(C8H7O2)6(C10H8N2)2 (II) [1] , but different from the structure of the complex Nd 2(C9H9O4)6(C10H8N2)2 (III) [2] in coordination modes of the carboxyl group, crystal system and space group. This may be caused by difference of steric effect of groups on the phenyl ring. O(5) 
